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Everyone wants to use Java, but there are billions of lines of C++ code already up and running. This

book provides a hands-on reference for accomplished programmers, providing key concepts for

each language and how they are similar/different. The CD-ROM contains JDK 1/1 and Symantec's

Cafe Lite, as well as sample code from the book. The CD runs on Windows 95 or NT.
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(1) NOT for those who know C++ or Java. The book assumes you know NOTHING. You will find

four (4) pages devoted to "while", "break", "continue", just to learn that they are identical in Java and

C++.(2) Full of pagecount-boosting source code, which only makes it harder to get to the gist,

whether you are beginner or experienced programmer.(3) Many differences are not mentioned at all

(e.g., in C++ multi-dimensional arrays supposedly can be built only manually with pointers -- int

a[2][3] is ignored).(4) Any non-trivial differences are only mentioned, but not elaborated -- i.e., you

are on your own if you want to know how to rewrite in Java your C++ code, or how performance is

affected by a given feature (take array bound checking, or the fact that built-in types in Java cannot

be passed by reference, pointer-to-member operator being impossible in Java, etc.).(5)

Explanations are very confusing, partly because the book doesn't take one language as a basis. It

tries to go both from C++ to Java and from Java to C++ in the same book, which proved to be

impossible (at least for its author).(6) Some facts are incorrect (e.g., pointer-to-member operators



are called "redundant" in C++; I'm too lazy to look for more serious errors).

The book has low signal-to-noise ratio, lots of ommissions, and extremely poor and superficial

explanations.Maybe because it attempts to be everything to everyone: both textbook and reference;

for both novices and experts; good for Java and C++ and even C developers. While this is an

excellent marketing ploy, it is dishonest to the book readers. The author or the publisher should

have seen the problem, and changed their target to something more modest.Frankly, I bought the

book with very high expectations: I thought with 450 pages devoted solely to the differences

between C++ and Java, it must go to a lot of depth and subtleties. What a disappointment... I am

still looking for a real "Java for Experienced C++ Developers" kind of book.

The title made me buy the book, but actually this trick is the smartest thing in the whole book.This is

not a cross-reference. It's a text book, but a poor one.For an experienced C++ programmer there

are too many pages of trivialities to wade through. The authour seems to have little background on

languages and compilers.For a beginner things are not explained well.
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